
ENERGY STAR for New Homes is an initiative
to promote energy efficient home building
backed by Natural Resources Canada. In On-
tario, ENERGY STAR for New Homes is
managed by the EnerQuality Corporation.
The program, is supported by progressive
builders interested in offering a more en-
ergy efficient house to their customers.

When you look at the cost of owning
a home, it’s much more than the

purchase price that must be con-
sidered – there’s the mortgage,

property taxes, upkeep and
energy costs that all have

to be factored in. In
fact, energy costs

rank as the sec-
ond largest

ove ra l l

monthly expense. And while it is true that
homeowners pay a small premium on the pur-
chase price of an ENERGY STAR qualified home,
it’s also true that the upgraded features pay for
themselves (and more) with day-in and day-out
energy savings of approximately 30%. And
when you use 30% less... you pay for 30% less
which is like getting almost 4 months of en-
ergy use FREE every year.

Quieter. Warmer. Cooler. Fresher.
By the nature of the advanced construction tech-
niques employed, ENERGY STAR qualified
homes are more comfortable in almost every
way. In the winter they’re warmer; in the sum-
mer cooler; they’re quieter and draft free all year
long.

Peace of mind – just look for the blue label
It’s the biggest investment of your life and more
than that, it’s the castle from which you protect
and provide for all your family’s needs.

There is more detailed information inside this
newsletter, or better yet, visit one of our

Award Winning ENERGY STAR
model homes and see for

yourself!

Energy Star Homes Save Energy (33%)
and Increase Market Value.

Imagine NO energy bills for nearly 4 months!

CONDOMINIUM TOWNHOUSES

Coming Soon

premium building group

Define your living...Define your lifestyle
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WHAT MAKES A HOME
ENERGY STAR?
Homes that earn the ENERGY STAR are signifi-
cantly more energy efficient than standard
homes. ENERGY STAR builders achieve this high
efficiency for you by selecting from a variety of
features:

TIGHT CONSTRUCTION AND DUCTS
Advanced techniques for sealing holes and cracks in the
home’s “envelope” and in heating and cooling ducts help re-
duce drafts, moisture, dust, pollen, pests, and noise. A tightly
sealed home improves comfort and indoor air quality while
lowering utility and maintenance costs.

EFFECTIVE INSULATION
Properly installed and inspected insulation in floors, walls, and
attics ensures even temperatures throughout the house, while
using less energy.The result is lower utility costs and a quieter,
more comfortable home.

EFFICIENT HEATING & COOLING EQUIPMENT
An energy-efficient, properly installed heating and cooling sys-
tem uses less energy to operate, which reduces your utility
bills. This system can also be quieter, reduce indoor humidity,
and improve the overall comfort of your home.

HIGH PERFORMANCE WINDOWS
Energy-efficient windows employ advanced technologies, such
as protective coatings and improved frame assemblies, to help
keep heat in during the winter and out during the summer.
These windows also block damaging ultraviolet sunlight that
can discolor carpets and furnishings.

EFFICIENT PRODUCTS
Your home may also be equipped with ENERGY STAR quali-
fied products—lighting fixtures, compact fluorescent bulbs,
ventilation fans, and appliances—that offer additional energy
savings.

INDEPENDENT TESTING
While it's easy to claim that homes are
energy efficient, ENERGY STAR builder
partners back that up with verification by
an independent Home Energy Rater. The
Rater conducts onsite inspections and
testing to verify the performance of the
energy efficiency features in your home.

Spring Maintenance Tips

After consulting your hot water tank owner’s manual, carefully
test the temperature and pressure relief valve to ensure it is
not stuck. Caution:This test may release hot water that can
cause burns.

Check and clean or replace furnace air filters each month
during the heating season.Ventilation system, for example
heat recovery ventilator, filters should be checked every two
months.

Have fireplace or woodstove and chimney cleaned and
serviced as needed.

Shut down and clean furnace humidifier, and close the furnace
humidifier damper on units with central air conditioning.

Check air conditioning system and have serviced every two or
three years.

Clean or replace air conditioning filter (if applicable).

Check dehumidifier and clean if necessary.

Turn OFF gas furnace and fireplace pilot lights where possible.

Have well water tested for quality. It is recommended that you
test for bacteria every six months.

Check smoke, carbon monoxide and security alarms and
replace batteries.

Clean windows, screens and hardware, and replace storm
windows with screens. Check screens first and repair or replace
if needed.

Open valve to outside hose connection after all danger of frost
has passed.

Examine the foundation walls for cracks, leaks or signs of
moisture, and repair as required. Repair and paint fences as
necessary.

Ensure sump pump is operating properly before the spring
thaw sets in. Ensure discharge pipe is connected and allows
water to drain away from the foundation.

Re-level any exterior steps or decks which moved due to frost
or settling.

Check eavestroughs and downspouts for loose joints and
secure attachment to your home, clear any obstructions, and
ensure water flows away from your foundation.

Clear all drainage ditches and culverts of debris.

Undertake spring landscape maintenance and, if necessary,
fertilize young trees.



Monetary Policy
Key Interest rate: target for the overnight rate

Schedule of key interest rate announcements for 2008
June 10 / July 15 / September 3 / October 21

If You're Thinking of
Buying or Building

a Home
Step 1: Find out how energy-efficient it is
If the house you're considering buying is:

1. an energy-efficient R-2000 model;
2. has an energy efficiency rating of 77

(on or after July 27th, 20051) or above;
3. was or will be built under a CMHC-eli-

gible energy-efficient building program;
or

4. the building in which the condominium
unit you're buying (on or after July
27th, 20051) is 25% more energy effi-
cient, than if constructed to meet the
requirements of the Model National En-
ergy Code for Buildings (MNECB), you
could be eligible for a 10% mortgage
loan insurance premium refund and ex-
tended amortization when you use
CMHC insured financing to purchase
that home or condominium unit.

The house's energy efficiency rating can
be obtained by:

* having an energy assessment com-
pleted by an NRCan qualified energy
advisor;

* obtaining an R-2000 certificate or
CMHC declaration from your R-2000
certified builder;

* obtaining a CMHC declaration from
your builder that is a member of a
CMHC-eligible energy-efficient building
program;

* or for condominium units, a letter from
Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) or
the project engineer for condominium
units must be obtained.

If you are planning on building a new
home and your builder is not R-2000 cer-
tified or a member of a CMHC eligible
energy-efficient building program, you
should have an energy advisor evaluate
the building plans before the house is
built. This can help you ensure that you
will meet CMHC's requirements once the
construction of the home is complete and
it is evaluated.

1 An energy rating of 80 is required for purchases occurring on or
after November 18th 2004 and until July 26th 2005.

To read this article in full, please visit
www.cmhc.ca/en/co/moloin/moloin_008.cfm

More than 17 percent of the en-
ergy consumed in Canada is used
to run our homes. Buying an en-
ergy-efficient home or making
energy-saving renovations can
offer big savings. A 10% CMHC
mortgage loan insurance pre-
mium refund and extended
amortization periods of up to 40
years without surcharge may be
available when you use CMHC
insured financing to purchase an
energy-efficient home or make
energy-saving renovations.

Mortgage Loan Insurance
For most people, the hardest part
of buying a home — especially a
first home — is saving the neces-
sary down payment. To help,
CMHC offers lenders Mortgage
Loan Insurance, which allows
you to buy a house with little or
no down payment. Offered
through most financial institu-
tions, this simple solution has en-
abled millions of Canadians to
realize the dream of homeowner-
ship.

CMHC made dreams of home-
ownership easier to obtain by in-
troducing flexibilities for
borrowers to purchase with no
downpayment, or allowing qual-
ified home buyers to use addi-
tional sources of funds for
downpayments such as a loan or
lenders' cash back incentives.
Help the Planet, Help Your Wallet

CMHC has added environmen-
tally friendly features to the
Mortgage Loan Insurance it of-
fers. If you use CMHC insured
financing to buy an energy-effi-
cient home, purchase a house
and make energy-saving renova-
tions or renovate your existing
home to make it more energy-ef-
ficient, a 10% refund on the
Mortgage Loan Insurance pre-
mium may be available. You
could also have the added flexi-
bility of a longer amortization
(the period of time required to
repay your mortgage) from 25
years to a maximum of 40 years,
significantly reducing your
monthly payments.

The Government of Canada ac-
tively promotes energy conserva-
tion and initiatives to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions that
contribute to climate change.

How It Works
Obtaining an energy assessment
through an NRCan qualified en-
ergy advisor.

NRCan has developed an energy
assessment and labelling system
to help homeowners make en-
ergy-saving choices when buying
a home or renovating. For a fee, a
NRCan qualified energy advisor
will evaluate the house to deter-
mine its energy efficiency rating
on a scale of 0 – 100.

For more information, including
information on the Government
of Canada’s ecoEnergy initiatives,
please visit:
http://oee.nrcan.gc.ca

Energy-Efficient Housing Made More Affordable with
Mortgage Loan Insurance — www.cmhc-sch.gc.ca, February 2008

In 5 Years Non-Energy Rated Homes Will Become Obsolete
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Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation

HOME STARTS STEADY IN
ST. CATHARINES-NIAGARA CMA
February 8, 2008

“Some spill-over demand from the tighter re-
sale market during the past few months

helped sustain new home demand” com-
mented David Lan, CMHC Housing

Market Analyst. “Demand for
townhomes was strong because

many buyers, especially first-
time buyers, preferred this
less-expensive alternative to
a single-detached home.”
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18 Front St. N., P.O. Box 162
Thorold, Ontario L2V 3Y9

Fax 905 687-7105

905 988-1085 • www.pbggroup.ca

Single Lots
Custom Home Designs.

CREEK ROAD,
ST. DAVIDS

ENERGY STAR®
10 Luxurious Townhome Condominums

all Bungalow and Bungalow Loft Designs.

590 MISSISSAUGA ROAD,
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

Sites Available / Coming Soon!

settlements of

St.Davids
Luxury Singles, Towns and Duets

Bungalow, Bungalow Loft and 2-Storey Designs.

651 SIMCOE STREET,
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

Luxury Singles, Towns and Duets
Bungalow, Bungalow Loft

and 2-Storey Designs.

VANSICKLE ROAD,
ST. CATHARINES

Singles, Towns and Duets
Bungalow, Bungalow Lofts

and 2-Storey Designs.
Starting at 199,000

VINCENT DRIVE,
ST. CATHARINES

Singles, Towns and Duets
Bungalow, Bungalow Lofts

and 2-Storey Designs.

143 MOFFAT STREET,
ST. CATHARINES

Lucy Continelli
Sales Representative
Office: (905) 937-6000

Fax: (905) 687-7105 • Cell: (905) 380-5829
Email: lcontinelli@royallepage.ca

www.continelli.com

CONDOMINIUM TOWNHOUSES

ENERGY STAR®
Bungalows, Bungalow Lofts

and 2 Storey Designs.
Starting at $269,900

409 NIAGARA STREET,
ST. CATHARINES

The ENERGY STAR® mark is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada. Used with permission

Luxury Homes Defined

Niagara Real Estate Centre, Brokerage
101 Lakeport Road, St. Catharines, ON

www.royallepage.ca


